HEAD QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 

West Point, N. Y., August 10, 1858. 


GENERAL ORDERS, 1 
No. 19. > 

The General-in-Chief learning of the arrival of the troops under Brevet 
Brigadier-General Johnston at their destination in the Salt Lake country, after 
their detention in the valley of Green River during the last winter, takes occa¬ 
sion to commend them in General Orders—as he has already done through their 
commander—for their exemplary conduct under the trying circumstances in which 
they have been placed. 

Detained, after a long and wearisome march of over a thousand miles, by 
causes over which their commander had no control, in a most barren and inhos¬ 
pitable region; subjected—by the rigors of the season, which destroyed or paralyzed 
their draught animals—to toils of no ordinary nature; and, on account of the 
destruction of part of their supplies, obliged to labor with insufficient clothing; 
indifferent, and often restricted rations of food—this fine body of men, instead of 

in discipline and instruction, and discharging their accumulating duties with the 
utmost alacrity and cheerfulness: and, at the order of their commander, not 
showing the inhabitants of Salt Lake Yalley, as they passed through their settle¬ 
ments, either by act, word, or gesture, that they had recently stood towards them 
in a hostile attitude. 

The march—in the depths of winter—of Lieut. Colonel (now Colonel) P. St- 
George Cooke, commanding the 2d Dragoons, from Fort Laramie, through the 
South Pass to Green River; and, that of Captain R. B. Marcy, 5th Infantry, from 
Camp Scott, over the mountains to New Mexico, deserve, as they have already 
received, special commendation. 

Brevet Brigadier-General Johnston has had the honor to be supported by 
officers of great intelligence, zeal, and experience. Yet it is not to be doubted 
that to his own high soldierly qualities, untiring exertions, tact, and sound judg 
ment, the credit for the condition and high tone of his army is pre-eminently 
due. 

nr COMMAND OF BEEVET LIEUTENANT-GENERAL SCOTT. 


Irvin mcdowell, 




